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From the desk of Sara McDonald, Principal 

Happy New Year!  If we were great in 
2008, fine in 2009, we are a gem in 
2010!  Can you believe we are begin-
ning a new decade?  Whenever we 
begin a new school year such as the 
2009-2010 year, it always seems like 
we have so much time to plan lessons 
and activities and fun projects for the 
children.  Once we cross that hyphen 
into the second part of the school 
year, I feel an urgency with every-
thing that must be accomplished be-
fore this year comes to an end.  The 
plan is to take each day as it comes 
and fill it with positive, educational 
experiences and have fun while doing 
it.   

Looking back at 2009, we grew in 
leaps and bounds.  Our youngest stu-
dents, the Preschool children, have 
the routine down and are officially 
―students‖!  Making the transition to 
having 100+ 3 and 4 –year olds in our 
school has been very smooth because 
of our great teachers, wonderful sup-
port staff, and the parents!  Another 
new thing for us this year was imple-
menting a school breakfast program.  
That has gone off without a hitch 
thanks to our food service staff.  We 
serve on average 40 students breakfast 
every day.  What a great way for those 
students to start off their school day.   
One of the most important changes 
came in curriculum.  We are fully 
implementing a new literacy program 

in grades K-5.  Our teachers have been 
trained and have spent lots of time 
learning this new series—Rigby’s Liter-
acy By Design.   Students continue to 
get the quality whole group instruc-
tion in reading and writing skills they 
have always had, but now you’ll notice 
that the students also spend a large 
amount of time in small group in-
struction with their classroom teacher 
as well.  This allows for the teacher to 
individualize instruction to meet all 
students’ needs.   

Looking ahead for January, all of our 
students in K-1 will be benchmarked 
for reading and math improvement 
using AimsWeb.  This assessment 
takes each student approximately 10 
minutes to complete and much of it is 
administered in a 1:1 setting (teacher 
and student working individually on 
the skills).  The results of this assess-
ment is used by the teachers to gain 
more information on student progress 
and helps determine which students 
may need a little more help.  The 
AimsWeb progress update will be sent 
home in the report cards on January 
27th!   

Remember, this newsletter is chock 
full of pertinent information.  Please 
get cozy and take a few minutes to 
read it.   

I’d like to wish you a  
prosperous, happy 2010!   

   

 

CALENDAR REMINDERS 

  Preschool Screening 
at Northview 

Jan.
8 

 H1N1 Clinic at  
Northview School  

Jan 
12 

PTC Meeting, 6:00 
p.m. at  Parkside 

Jan 
19 

Market Day Pickup at 
Parkside, 4:30 p.m. 

 Jan.   
20 

 End of 2nd Quarter Jan 

22 

Spirit Day 
Bring your stuffed 
animal to school!  

Jan 

22 

K-1 Report Cards are 

sent home today 
Jan 

27 
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A Cold New Year, A New Decade! 

REPORT CARD DAY 
IS WEDNESDAY, 

JANUARY 27 

Report cards will be 
sent home with the 

kindergarten and first 
grade students. 



 Our next new staff member at Northview to “spotlight” this month is MS. SHARON 
WEDIC, PreK teacher aide and Nursing Assistant.   Ms. Wedic was hired after the 
beginning of the school year in order to meet the needs of the preschool children 

and help out our school nurse, Mrs. Heuser.  Ms. Wedic has her Associates Degree in Early 
Childhood Education and her Bachelor’s Degree from U of I Springfield in Liberal Studies.  
She is also an Illinois licensed Hearing and Vision Technician.  She previously worked at 
Head Start for more than 20 years.  At Head Start, she was a Lead Teacher and a Site Su-
pervisor.  Ms. Wedic grew up in Joliet, but did move to Peru and attended Peru Elementary 
Schools and L/P High School.  She currently lives in Peru with her son, Jordan, who is 15 
years old.  She loves working with preschool age children because they are so eager to 
learn.  “I believe in focusing on the positives and encouraging children to always do their 
best .  My favorite part of the job is to see the smiles on the 
childrens’ faces when they succeed at any activity they are 
working on or when they know they accomplished a goal.”  
Ms. Wedic’s favorite author is Eric Carle, who has written 
many books (one of them is The Very Hungry Caterpillar ).  Her 
favorite quote is by Dr. Becky Bailey:  “What you focus on is 
what you will begin to receive.  If you focus on the posititve, 
you will receive positive back”.  WE WELCOME MS. WEDIC TO 
NORTHVIEW SCHOOL AND PERU PUBLIC SCHOOLS! 

Spotlight on New Staff at Northview   

 
 

SAVE THE DATE  

Friday, February 12th is PTCõs annual Family Night.  PTC will once again 
be hosting a Spaghetti Dinner along with Family Bingo to be held at 
Northview School.   Tickets will be sold ahead of  time and more infor-
mation will be coming home soon about this event.  Itõs an inexpen-
sive, fun, family event that all of  you should make plans on attend-
ing!  Mark the date on your calendar! 

 


