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5TH GRADE BEGINNING BAND PROGRAM, PERU SCHOOLS, 2011-2012
LESSONS:


Each student in the band program receives one twenty-minute lesson per week at their school.  Daily practice is encouraged to insure progress and success.  LESSONS WILL BEGIN THE WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 19-23.  Please attempt to have an instrument and supplies secured by this week (consult the rest of this handbook for information regarding instruments and supplies).  Students will be informed of their starting day and time.

BAND:


Once most students have gained some basic proficiency on their instruments, the “Junior Band” will form.  This band will meet during study hall (1:46-2:29 PM) on Tuesdays and Fridays in the Parkside School Band Room.  There will be a bus to/from Peru Catholic for those rehearsals.  That bus will leave Peru Catholic at 1:40 PM.

The first rehearsal will be on Tuesday, September 27.

The first concert will on Monday, December 12.
GRADES:


Beginning band students will receive progress reports for their evaluation of their band progress.  There will be no letter grades for 5th grade beginning band.   They will receive these progress reports at the end of the 1st semester, the end of the 3rd nine weeks, and at the end of the school year.  The students will have practice charts that will be used to specifically list what they are to practice for the week.  Since parental support is so important during this “new experience”, I ask that you help your child keep track of he/she needs to practice and to assist him/her in practicing an average of 5 days a week for 15-20 minutes a day.  The primary cause of failure at the beginning level is not a lack of musical talent, but rather a lack of effort.  If problems in this area do arise in your child’s progress, I will contact you to see if we, together, can help your child back onto the path of success.
PRIVATE LESSONS:


Lessons are provided through the school.  However, I encourage every student to take private lessons from instructors in the community.  Many students may need more individual attention that is not possible in the school due to the number of students in the program.  A list of suggested instructors is available on the fifth page of this handout.
FEES:


There is a $6 per year fee to be part of the band program.  This fee covers the use of music and materials in the fifth grade band.  A $50 yearly fee ($25 for a semester) is charged for use of wind instruments owned by the school.  There is no charge for lessons.  You can register for band tonight at the Open House or you can send the form to the office at Parkside (Peru Catholic).  If you send it in to the office please highlight that it is for 5th Grade Band Fees.
INSTRUMENTS:


Rental/purchase plans are available from Kidder Music or other local music stores for flutes, clarinets, saxophones, cornets, trombones, and percussion kits.  The school does not usually have these instruments available for student use.  The school does have available a limited number of specialized instruments (oboe, bassoon, alto & bass clarinet, tenor saxophone, baritone saxophone, French Horn, baritone, and tuba).  There is a $25.00 per semester fee for the use of school instruments.  Parents are responsible for loss and damage to school owned instruments.  There is a form that needs to be filled out for use of school-owned instruments. 

SUPPLIES:


Parents are responsible for providing expendable supplies (reeds, valve & slide oil, etc.) for their child.  They are also responsible for obtaining the method book used for the fifth grade band.  This book is called STANDARD OF EXCELLENCE, BOOK 1.  It comes with a CD for your child to practice with at home.  The school will provide folders, additional music, and music stands (at school) for all students.

INFORMATION:


If you would like any additional information or have questions about the band program, please contact me at Parkside School at 223-7723 (ext. 175) or email at pwhaley@perued.net.  Thank you for allowing your child to join the beginning band program!!  The education that your child will receive will help your child become more creative and well-rounded!  I look forward to working with all of you!!

Sincerely,
Philip A. Whaley, Peru Schools Band Director

CHECKLIST FOR BEGINNING BAND FOR YOUR CHILD

_____
1. Register your child for band at Open House or in the office of your child’s 

school (needs to be done by Sept. 19)
_____
2. Rent or buy instrument (Sept. 7-Sept. 19)

_____
3. Buy Standard of Excellence, Book 1 for whatever instrument 



your child is playing (Sept. 7-Sept. 19).

_____
4. Buy any supplies necessary for instrument (see below) (Sept. 7-

Sept. 19)

_____
5. Get child ready for first lesson on week of September 19
_____
6. Have instrument ready to go by the week of Sept. 19
_____
7. Remind child about 1st Junior Band rehearsal during study hall on Sept. 27
_____
8. Sit back and enjoy your child making music!

RECOMMENDED SUPPLIES FOR INSTRUMENTS

Please find the titles for “Every Instrument” and your child’s instrument to determine what supplies need to be obtained for band.  ALL THE ITEMS WITH A * NEXT TO IT ARE REQUIRED.  The non-starred items are optional but recommended.

***EVERY INSTRUMENT***
*-Standard of Excellence, Book 1 for whatever instrument your child is


playing

-Folding Music Stand (for practice at home)

SPECIFIC INSTRUMENT NEEDS
1. FLUTE
*-Cleaning kit (used to clean out flute after playing, and for maintenance)

-Bo-Pep Finger Rest & Thumb guide (gives guidance for where to hold flute 
and helps thumb hold flute)

-Flute Lyre (this is only necessary if you know your child will continue into 
7th grade, when they will need to purchase this for the Marching Band Show)
2. OBOE
*-Reeds (Purchase Lesher medium soft reeds)
*-Cleaning kit or oboe swab (used to clean out oboe after playing, and for 
maintenance)

*-Cork grease (most cleaning kits come with cork grease)
-Thumb Saver (used to provide cushion for right thumb, which holds the 



weight of the instrument)
3. CLARINET

*-Reeds (Purchase Rico Royal 2 ½, but talk to me about future reeds)

*-Cleaning kit (this comes with rag and other supplies needed to keep inside



of clarinet clean)

*-Cork Grease (used to grease cork in between clarinet parts: MOST 



CLEANING KITS COME WITH THIS)

-Thumb Saver (used to provide cushion for right thumb, which holds the 



weight of the instrument)

-Mouthpiece Patch (prevents upper teeth from sliding on mouthpiece)

-Clarinet Lyre & Flip Folder (this is only necessary if you know your child 
will continue into 7th grade, when they will need to purchase these for the Marching Band Show)
4. SAXOPHONE

*-Reeds (Purchase Rico Royal 2 ½)

*-Cleaning kit (comes with rag and other tools needed to keep saxophone 



clean)

*-Cork Grease (used to grease cork where mouthpiece goes into saxophone:



MOST CLEANING KITS COME WITH THIS)

*-Neck Strap (used to help hold the saxophone: MOST SAXOPHONES 

COME WITH THIS, ask who you are getting the saxophone from)

-Mouthpiece patches (prevents upper teeth from sliding on mouthpiece)

-Alto Saxophone Lyre & Flip Folder (this is only necessary if you know 
your child will continue into 7th grade, when they will need to purchase these for the Marching Band Show)
5. TRUMPET & FRENCH HORN
*-Valve Oil (Al Cass or Selmer are good brands)

*-Slide Grease (Selmer good brand for this)

*-Cleaning kit (has cleaning snake and other items for cleaning instrument:



MANY KITS ALSO HAVE VALVE OIL AND SLIDE GREASE)

-Trumpet Lyre & Flip Folder (this is only necessary if you know your child 
will continue into 7th grade, when they will need to purchase these for the Marching Band Show.  Please see me because there are different lyres for different trumpets and French Horns)
6. TROMBONE

*-Slide Cream (used to keep slide moving)

*-Slide Grease (this is different than slide cream)

*-Cleaning kit (has cleaning snake and other items for cleaning instrument:



MANY KITS ALSO HAVE SLIDE CREAM AND SLIDE GREASE)


*-Spray Bottle (A dollar store one would be perfect, I’ll explain why you 

need this)

-Trombone Lyre & Flip Folder (this is only necessary if you know your 
child will continue into 7th grade, when they will need to purchase these for the Marching Band Show.  Please see me because there are different lyres for different trombones)
7. BARITONE/TUBA

*-Valve Oil (used to keep valves operating)

*-Slide Grease (for tuning slides)

*-Cleaning kit (has cleaning snake and other items for cleaning instument)

-Baritone/Tuba Lyre & Flip Folder (this is only necessary if you know your 
child will continue into 7th grade, when they will need to purchase these for the Marching Band Show.)
8. PERCUSSION (percussionists need to have both bells and snare drum or pad, as we will be starting the year on bells.  Kidder Music offers a bell kit which will cover everything)

-Snare Drum Tuner Key (many kits already have this key in them)

-Extra pairs of drum sticks and mallets

See me if there are any other supplies you think might be necessary for your child’s band experience, and I will let you know if there are any other item that will be needed for band.

PRIVATE LESSON INSTRUCTOR LIST

Flute- Sue Gillio (224-3838)
Oboe- Ben Crosby (224-3838)
Clarinet- Patrick Wilson (664-2479), Amber Backus (224-3838)
Saxophone- Patrick Wilson (664-2479), Heather Hojnacki (see me for phone #)
Trumpet & French Horn- Dave Peterson (223-6682 or 224-3838), Barb Kinzer (see 
me for phone number), Ron Glynn (224-3838)
Trombone & Tuba- Dave Peterson (223-6682)
Percussion- Mark Spitz (224-3838), Valley Music (224-2380)
RECOMMENDED INSTRUMENTS

The following is a listing of band instruments that I would recommend you consider when selecting an instrument for your child.  These instruments have proven to have good value and quality for many of the student-line band instruments available. If you are considering an instrument other than those on this list, please contact me first.

These instruments should be available from Kidder Music or other local music stores for a rental/purchase trial period.

RECOMMENDED INSTRUMENTS:
FLUTE

CLARINET
OBOE

SAXOPHONE
Gemeinhardt
Selmer

Linton

Bundy

Armstrong

Yamaha

Larilee

Conn

Artley


Armstrong

Selmer

Yamaha

Yamaha

Vito





Vito

Eastman

Signet





Armstrong




Bundy




Selmer

CORNET/TRUMPET
FRENCH HORN
TROMBONE
PERCUSSION

Bundy


Holton

Bundy

Pearl

Yamaha


Conn


Yamaha

Yamaha

Conn/King


Yamaha

King


Ludwig

Bach






Conn






Jupiter





Holton

Percussion students will be asked to purchase the bell kits, which have a snare pad and bell kit (this will be used to learn how to play the xylophone, marimba, and other keyboard percussion instruments).  If you would like to purchase a snare drum with the bell kit, that is fine with me.

SUGGESTED MUSIC DEALER:

Kidder Music

Peoria, Sterling, and Bloomington
1 (800) 322-2800

Contact persons: Mr. Kevin Moletti
(Mr. Moletti comes once a week to Parkside School for anybody who needs supplies, instrument repaired, or other items.  If you need anything, call Kidder Music and they will deliver items to me in a week)

PERU SCHOOLS 5th GRADE JUNIOR BAND 2011-2012 CALENDAR

GROUP
DATE

EVENT



TIME

5th grade
Wed. Aug. 31
5th grade Band Trials

School Day
5th grade 
Wed. Sept 7

5th grade Band Open House
6:30-8:30P
5th grade 
Thur. Sept. 8
5th grade Band Open House
6:30-8:30P
5th grade 
Week of Sept. 19
First Band Lessons


School Day

Junior Band 
Tue., Sept. 27
First Junior Band rehearsal
1:46 PM (SH)
All Bands 
Tue., Nov 15
Butter Braid Sale Kickoff
During Rehearsal

*All Bands 
Mon., Dec. 12
Parkside Christmas Concert
6:00PM

All Bands 
Thur., Dec. 15
Butter Braid Sale Delivery
After School

*All Bands 
Tue., May 8

Band Final Concert

7:00PM

*-required performance 

-PLEASE TAKE THIS CALENDAR AND MARK DOWN THESE DATES IN YOUR CALENDAR!!  THANK YOU!
If there are any dates that you know already in advance that you are going to not be able to attend, please let me know as soon as possible so we can plan accordingly.

