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PERU PARKSIDE BANDS

Dear junior high band students and parents,


Welcome back to school!!  We hope everybody has had a wonderful summer and are gearing up for a wonderful 3rd year here at Peru Parkside!!   Mr. Whaley returns for his 11th year as the Band Director in Peru, and Mr. Foust will continue to be a lesson instructor for the band for each student once every 3-4 weeks.  We’re looking forward to a great year!


First of all, we would like to thank everybody for deciding to join band this year! We had a great year last year and will continue many of the traditions from years past!  The Concert and Jazz Bands will once again participate in the Music in the Parks Great America festival in May!  Also we are going to have our usual slate of concerts and the Concert Band will be performing at the LP Band Night and LP Band Festival.  Plus all of you can be a part of our Band-O-Rama festival in April, which will be held in LaSalle this year!  The Jazz Band will continue to be our Peru Parkside “Pep” band and will play at seven basketball and volleyball games this year!  As you can see, we’re going to keep ourselves busy!


All students are welcomed into the band program regardless of their levels of musical proficiency.  6th grade band students will be in the Cadet Band.  The Cadet Band meets twice a week (Monday and Thursday) at 1:46, during the 6th grade study hall period.  7th & 8th grade students will be members of the Concert Band, which meets three times a week (Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday) at 2:32, during the 7th & 8th grade study hall period.  Those students with a desire to learn more about “pop” and jazz music have the opportunity to be selected for the Jazz Band.  Jazz Band usually meets once a week (Friday) before school from 7:30 to 8:20 A.M.  More information about the above bands will be given as the year progresses.  We will also form a kazoo and slide whistle band in late March for the 523rd  annual “Kazoo Music Festival” in Kalamazoo, MI.  

Since Band is an elective class, not an extracurricular activity, students are given academic grades.  See the grading section for more detail.  Attendance at all lessons, rehearsals, and performances is mandatory.  Students elect Band as a class for the entire semester.  Students may decide to drop Band as a class either by September 9 or at the end of the first semester.  Students dropping after September 9 may be subject to a failing grade for the semester.  Students who are unable or unwilling to fulfill their responsibilities to their group may be removed from the band program with the possibility of a failing grade being issued.


Please consult the calendar in this handbook for the schedule of concerts and performances and write them in your date books!!  See the grading section for the requirements regarding performance attendance.  As you can see, we have many opportunities for public performance, from holiday concerts, competitions, solo and small ensemble performances to marching experiences, group tours, and many more opportunities.


If you ever have questions about the band program or something relating to your child, please do not hesitate to contact us here at school.  The phone number is 223-7723, and the extension number for the band program is 175.  You can also email at pwhaley@perued.net.  The best times to reach Mr. Whaley are 7:30-8:30 A.M. and 3:15-4:00 P.M.  Also you can check out our Peru Bands website at http://www.perued.net/vnews/display.v/ART/48461676c7272.  

We look forward to a great year with you all!!!

Sincerely,

Mr. Philip Whaley, Band Director

Mr. Tom Foust, Lessons Instructor

2011-2012 CADET BAND GOALS

1. TO ENJOY PERFORMING MUSIC

2. TO IMPROVE MUSIC READING SKILLS

3. TO INCREASE MUSICAL KNOWLEDGE

4. TO INCREASE ENDURANCE

5. TO IMPROVE TONE QUALITY AND INTONATION

6. TO HAVE ALL MUSIC PREPARED FOR PERFORMANCES

7. TO GAIN SKILLS NECESSARY TO MOVE UP TO THE CONCERT BAND

8. TO GET A FIRST PLACE RATING IN AN ENSEMBLE (OR SOLO) AT BAND-O-RAMA
9. TO CREDITABLY REPRESENT THE BAND AT ALL TIMES

2011-2012 CONCERT BAND GOALS

1. TO ENJOY PERFORMING MUSIC

2. TO ALWAYS WORK TOGETHER AS A GROUP

3. TO IMPROVE MUSIC READING SKILLS

4. TO INCREASE MUSICAL KNOWLEDGE

5. TO TEACH HOT CHELLE RAE HOW TO PLAY “TONIGHT, TONIGHT” ON THE SAXOPHONE

5. TO INCREASE ENDURANCE AND PRECISION

6. TO IMPROVE TONE QUALITY AND INTONATION

7. TO HAVE ALL MUSIC PREPARED FOR PERFORMANCES
8. TO PARTICIPATE AT THE IMEA FESTIVALS

9. TO IMPROVE OUR RATINGS AT THE GREAT AMERICA MUSIC FESTIVAL

10. TO GET A FIRST PLACE RATING IN AN ENSEMBLE AND SOLO AT BAND-O-RAMA

11. TO CREDITABLY REPRESENT THE BAND AND YOURSELF AT ALL TIMES

12. TO SET A GOOD EXAMPLE IN YOUR PERFORMANCE, APPEARANCE, AND BEHAVIOR.  REMEMBER, YOU ARE THE LEADERS OF THE PERU BAND PROGRAM!!

CLASSROOM RULES FOR BAND

1. RESPECT- for Mr. Whaley, colleagues, equipment, and yourself.  The most important rule!

2. ATTITUDE- come to band mentally ready to play and learn.  Leave all other mental “baggage” at the door!

3. PROCEDURES- follow these all the time!

4. ENJOYMENT- that is why you are here!!  Have fun!

INTERVENTIONS
1st offense (in a rehearsal)- WARNING to student.  
2nd offense (in a rehearsal)- BAND DETENTION- student will serve a detention after school from 3:20-3:35 in Mr. Whaley’s room.


You will also receive a band detention if you are:

1. Tardy for three rehearsals

2. Unexcused for two rehearsals
3. Unprepared for band four times (see Procedures)
3rd offense (in a rehearsal)- Instrument is put away, call home to parents. Student will also have to listen to 24 consecutive hours of Lady Gaga music played on the accordion. 
4th offense (in a rehearsal)- Office referral.  
CONSEQUENCES FOR BAND DETENTIONS

Mr. Whaley will call the parents of a student who receives a 2nd band detention.  After the third band detention, Mr. Whaley will arrange a conference with the parents to discuss his/her behavior and continuing in the band program.  After the 4th band detention, an office referral will be made.  After the sixth band detention, the student will automatically be dropped from the band program.  
CONSEQUENCES FOR COMPLIANCE

Star of the Day (given every rehearsal for good behavior)
Top Five of the Week (given at the end of the week to five students from each band who show exemplary work in lessons and rehearsals)
Raiders Rock! Tickets and Incentives
PROCEDURES FOR BAND REHEARSALS

1. Be in your seats, ready to play, by 1:49 P.M. (Cadet Band) or 2:35 P.M. (Concert Band).  Three tardies will warrant a classroom detention.

2. As you come into band, get your instrument and music from the band lockers and find your beach towel. 

3. You must have your instrument, music, pencil, and other accessories (such as valve oil, reeds, etc.) at every rehearsal!  Failure to have these will impact your grade for that rehearsal and can lead to a band detention (See Grading & Classroom Rules).

4. Bathroom breaks are given at the discretion of Mr. Whaley, and only one person will be allowed to leave at a time.  The bathroom pass must be taken with anybody who leaves the room!  Once rehearsal begins, bathroom breaks will be allowed only during rehearsal transitions.
5. When rehearsal is finished, put your instrument away in its case, bring your case to the door and wait by the door until the bell rings.  Mr. Whaley ends the rehearsal, not the bell!  On weekends you will need to take your instrument home so the band lockers can be cleaned.
6. Attendance at all lessons, rehearsals, and performances is mandatory!!  Your presence affects everyone around you.  Your grade will be affected if you are absent (See grading).  Please note the rules about chairs and unexcused absences in the grading section.
If you follow these rules and procedures, we will achieve much more in rehearsals and we can become one of the best junior high bands in the state!!  Our musical development is based on your individual excellence and achievement!!  It is all up to you!!!  Let’s have a great year!
GRADING

Because band is an elective class, not an extra-curricular activity, academic grades will be given to every student who is in the band program.  Being part of the band program requires understanding of music as well as discipline, responsibility, and participation.  The grade a student receives for band will therefore represent an overall understanding of those main elements.  The expectations for each student are listed below: 

--Lessons and musical development:  50% of a student’s grade will be determined in individual lessons with Mr. Whaley and Mr. Foust.  In these lessons students will be given playing assignments, tests, and music tests to test their ability and improvement on their musical instrument.  Attendance at lessons will also be used to factor a student’s grade in lessons.  Mr. Whaley will go over the grading expectations for lessons in your first lesson.  We will use practice charts that will specify the exact assignments you are to practice for the week.  The expectation to practice is still in place, and the student and parent will be expected to sign the charts on a weekly basis.  Mr. Whaley will go over this in your lessons. 
--Attendance at band rehearsals: 30 % of a student’s grade will be decided by attendance and preparedness at band rehearsals.  Students will have the opportunity to earn 10 points for each band rehearsal.  The grading expectations for attendance are as follows:

1) Student comes to band rehearsal with instrument, music, pencil, and exhibits proper playing posture- 10 points

2) Student comes to band rehearsal with instrument and music but does not have a pencil OR does not exhibit proper playing posture- 9 points
3) Student has instrument and music but does not have pencil AND does not exhibit proper playing posture- 8 points

4) Student has instrument but does not have music- 7 points

5) Student comes to rehearsal without instrument- 6 points

6) Students comes to rehearsal listening to Justin Bieber- 1 point

If you miss a rehearsal and are excused, you will not lose any points.  However, if you miss a rehearsal and are unexcused, you will lose all 10 points for that rehearsal.  Also, if you are unexcused for a rehearsal, you will drop one chair in your section.  Students will have the opportunity to earn extra points here by participating in IMEA festival, IVCC Honor Band Festival, attending other music concerts, etc.  To earn extra points from attending another music concert, the student needs to bring a copy of the concert program to Mr. Whaley within 2 weeks after the concert.
--Attendance at band concerts and performances:  20% of a student’s grade will be determined by attendance to band concerts and performances.  If a student misses a performance, they will lose 10% off their performance grade.  Exceptions will be made by Mr. Whaley only, and only major life events (such as death in the family, emergency, etc.) will be considered as reasonable excuses for missing a performance.  Students will also lose percentage points for reporting late to a call time for a concert, unprofessional behavior during a concert, or uniform violations.  Band is a performing arts group, and therefore performing for the public is an essential aspect of the band program.  Also, it is a group, and every member of that group must be there in order for that group to reach its highest potential.  A copy of the band schedule for this year is in this handbook.  PLEASE LOOK IT OVER AND PUT ALL THE DATES IN YOUR CALENDAR!!  Missing a performance because of a schedule conflict (such as babysitting, rock concert, etc.) due to inadequate planning on your part will not be a reasonable excuse!!


--Mr. Whaley reserves the right to change percentages or requirements as is necessary to evaluate the aptitude of each band student.  Mr. Whaley will inform students of any changes that are made to the grading policy.  
UNIFORMS

Students will need to wear uniforms to concerts and performances.  Concert Band members will be required to wear the school-provided Concert Band Formal Uniform to the Christmas concert, LP Band Festival, the Band-O-Rama concert, and the Band Final Concert.  There is also an additional Red Windbreaker uniform that members of the Concert and Jazz Band will wear for any other performances.  Uniforms will be passed out before school on a date to be announced.  All Concert Band members will pay a $9 registration fee for use of the Concert Band uniform (this fee is used for cleaning the uniforms at the end of the school year).  Cadet Band members will not use a uniform from school; they will need a white shirt, dark pants, and dark shoes for their concerts.

SUPPLIES

Students will have the opportunity to purchase supplies needed for rehearsals and performances.  A price list is posted in the band room.  There is a charge account for students who need supplies but do not have money readily handy at rehearsal.  A student may charge one supply item if they do not have money, but they must pay for the item in one week.  If a student needs an item that we don’t have in stock, the student may order that item through the school from Kidder Music.  Please make any checks out for these purchases to Kidder Music.  

EQUIPMENT USAGE

All students who pay an instrument rental fee can use one school instrument for the duration of the semester or school year.  There is a form that needs to be filled out and returned to Mr. Whaley by September 9, 2011.  A student may also use a school instrument if their instrument is in for repair or not working, with no fee.  A student may also use a school instrument if they forget their own, but there will be a markdown in their grade and they are only allowed to do this three times during the school year.  After the third time, they will have to pay the instrument rental fee for that semester if they forget their instrument.  Percussion students who pay the percussion use fee are entitled to use all percussion equipment that is necessary for the music that is being rehearsed.  Students who do not pay this fee are therefore not allowed to use the Peru Washington percussion equipment!  Consequences will be the infractions discussed in the Classroom Rules for Band section.
BAND CALENDAR FOR 2011-2012 SCHOOL YEAR 
DATE


EVENT



TIME & LOCATION

GROUP
1. Wed., Aug. 31

5th grade Band trials

During school day (PS)

5th grade
2. Wed., Sept. 7

5th grade Band Open House
6:30-8:30 PM (Band room)
5th grade

3. Thur., Sept. 8

5th grade Band Open House
6:30-8:30 PM (Band room)
5th grade

4. Fri., Sept. 9

Jazz Band tryout rehearsal

7:30 AM (Band room)

Jazz Band

5. M-Th, Sept. 12-15
Jazz Band tryouts


7:30 AM (Band room)

Jazz Band
6. Fri., Sept. 16

First Jazz Band rehearsal

7:30 AM (Band room)

Jazz Band

7. Sat., Oct. 1

IMEA auditions


Morning (Geneseo)

Select students

8. Wed., Oct. 5

LP Band Night rehearsal

5:30-8:00 PM (LPHS)

Concert Band

*9. Fri., Oct. 7

LP Band Night


6:00-9:00 PM (LPHS)

Concert Band

10. Thur., Oct. 27

Market Day delivery fundraiser
3:30 PM (PS cafeteria)

All Bands

11. Sat., Nov. 5

IMEA Jazz/Elem Festival

All Day (Mendota)

Select Band
12. Mon., Nov. 7

Pep Band Game, Girls BB

4:30 PM (Gym)


Jazz Band





vs. Trinity Catholic (Parent Night)
*13. Fri., Nov. 11

Veteran’s Day Program

2:00 PM (Gym)


CB & Choirs

14. Sat., Nov. 12

IMEA Festival


All Day (Rock Island)

Select Band
15. M-T, Nov. 14-15
Band Butter Braid sale kickoff
Rehearsals (Band room)

All Band

16. Tue., Nov. 15

Pep Band Game, Boys

4:15 PM (Gym)


Jazz Band






Basketball vs. Spring Valley JFK
17. Tue., Nov. 22

Pep Band Game, Boys

4:15 PM (Gym)


Jazz Band






Basketball vs. Streator Northlawn

18. Tue., Nov. 29

Due Date for Butter Braid sale
3:30 PM 


All Bands

19. Mon., Dec. 5

Pep Band Game, Boys

4:30 PM (Gym)


Jazz Band






Basketball vs. Ottawa Shepherd

*20. Fri., Dec. 9

Christmas Tour


All Day (local schools)

JB & Raiders
*21. Mon., Dec. 12
Parkside Winter Programs

2:00 (all grades)
(Gym)

All Bands

6:00 (5th & 6th grade) (Gym)

7:30 PM (7th & 8th grade & Jazz Band) (Gym)

22. Thur., Dec. 15
Butter Braid delivery

3:00 PM (Cafeteria)

All Bands

23. Thur., Jan. 19

Pep Band Game, Boys

4:15 PM (Gym)


Jazz Band

(please turn over)


Basketball vs. Ottawa Marquette (Parent Night)
DATE


EVENT



TIME & LOCATION

GROUP
24. Wed., Feb. 1

IVCC Junior High Honor

6:30-8:30 PM (IVCC)

Select students






Band Festival rehearsal

25. Thur., Feb. 2

Pep Band Game, Girls

4:15 PM (Gym)


Jazz Band






Volleyball vs. Ottawa Shepherd

26. Sat., Feb. 4

IVCC Junior High Honor

9:00-5:00 PM


Select students






Band Festival

27. Tue., Feb. 14

LP Band Festival rehearsal
8:30-12:00 N (LPHS)

Concert Band
*28. Tue., Feb. 14
LP Band Festival


7:00 PM (LPHS)


Concert Band
29. Tue., Feb. 21

Pep Band Game, Girls

4:30 PM (Gym)


Jazz Band






Volleyball vs. Grand Ridge (Parent Night)

*30. Tue., Feb. 28
Cadet Band Winter Concert
6:00 PM (Cafeteria)

Cadet Band
*31. Fri., Apr. 27

Band-O-Rama concert

7:00 PM (LaSalle)

Concert Band
*32. Sat., Apr. 28

Band-O-Rama


8:00-4:00 PM (LaSalle)

All 6th-8th Band
*33. Fri., May 4

Spring Tour


All Day (local schools)

JB & Raiders
*34. Mon., May 7
Spring Concert


7:00 PM (Gym)


Choirs & JB
*35. Tue., May 8

Band Final Concert

7:00 PM (Gym)


All Bands (No 

Jazz Band)
36. Sat., May 26

Great America Festival

All Day (Gurnee)


CB, JB, & Choir
*37. TBA                           Graduation


7:00 PM (Gym)


CB & 

7th/8th Choir
*Required performance

PLEASE TAKE THIS CALENDAR AND MARK THE DATES DOWN IN YOUR CALENDAR!!  THANK YOU!
PARENT FORM

AFTER READING THE HANDBOOK, PLEASE READ AND SIGN THE BOTTOM PORTION AND RETURN TO MR. WHALEY NO LATER THAN MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 2011.
I, _______________________ (student name), HAVE READ THE PERU BANDS HANDBOOK AND UNDERSTAND THE POLICIES OF THE PERU PARKSIDE BAND PROGRAM.

STUDENT SIGNATURE_____________________________________

I, ________________________ (parent name), HAVE ALSO READ THE PERU BANDS HANDBOOK AND UNDERSTAND THE POLICIES OF THE PERU PARKSIDE BAND PROGRAM.

PARENT SIGNATURE________________________________________

*PARENT EMAIL_____________________________________________
*PARENT PHONE NUMBER____________________________________


*Please circle below which way you would like me to communicate with you:


Phone               Email

PLEASE RETURN BY MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 12!!

P.S. If you have not registered for band yet, you need to do so in the office of your school.  They will have a form for you to fill out and what fees you will need to pay.  This needs to be taken care of by Friday, September 9!  Thank you for having your child in band!

**P.P.S.  Mr. Whaley has made five “intentional” mistakes in this handbook (and probably some other unintentional ones).  These mistakes are things that are not true.  Find them and write them down on the back of this sheet (with page number and mistake listed) and you will receive a bonus point on your attendance grade and get to pick a prize out of the prize bin!!  Good luck!  (I will notify you of the mistakes after September 12)  
EXTRA CREDIT MISTAKES IN BAND HANDBOOK LIST

*Please write the mistake in the blanks below and the page number in the heading provided*

MISTAKE





PAGE NUMBER

1. _________________________________       _____

    _________________________________

2. _________________________________       _____

    _________________________________

3. _________________________________       _____

    _________________________________

4. _________________________________       _____

    _________________________________

5. _________________________________       _____

    _________________________________
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